
FAASTeam presents:

IFR Roundtable: Circling Approaches



This event is part of our IFR Roundtable series of
discussion groups, where advanced and novice
IFR pilots share knowledge about particular
aspects of instrument flight. Held every 6-8
weeks, we focus on one small IFR procedure or
topic area and spend a couple of hours talking
through challenges, definitions, techniques, and
safety issues in that topic area.
This session topic: circling to land from an
instrument approach. Circling approaches
present high workload and can be hazardous.
Nevertheless, they are a fact of IFR life,
particularly at smaller airports because of
surrounding terrain or the high cost of approach
development.
We will review the design criteria that cause an
approach to be titled for circling only, when
circling minimums are excluded from a chart,
when you can land straight in from a circling
approach, and when you can circle from a
straight-in approach. We will discuss chart notes,
circling restrictions, and formulating a landing
plan based on the approach path and runway
layout. Finally, we will examine the critical
execution of the circling missed approach
maneuver.
This is a group discussion, moderated by Brian
Eliot, CFI, CFII.
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Directions: Pilots who fly in should park in transient parking
on the opposite side of the field and expect to walk about 10
minutes (.5 mile) to the Flight Center. Suite 215 is upstairs in
the northwest corner. On occasion, rides may be prearranged
through San Carlos Aviation and Supply.

A message from the National FAASTeam Manager
Invite a fellow pilot to the next WINGS Safety Seminar in your area.

Sign up for the FAA's safety services at www.FAASafety.gov!

The FAA Safety Team (FAASTeam) is committed to providing equal access to this meeting/event for all participants. If you need
alternative formats or services because of a disability, please communicate your request as soon as possible with the person in the

“Contact Information” area of the meeting/event notice. Note that two weeks is usually required to arrange services.


